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This study aims to evaluate the occurrence of brucellosis and bovine tuberculosis, and the 

perception that small milk producers in Paranaiba, MS, have regarding the risk that these diseases pose 

to public health. For this purpose, we visited 42 dairy farms to apply a previously prepared 

questionnaire and to detect failures in the sanitary management that could be associated with the 

occurrence of these diseases. We collected blood samples from 378 lactating cows, from a total of 

1,889, which were subjected to the screening Buffered Acidified Antigen test and the reagent samples 

were confirmed by the 2-Mercaptoethanol test for brucellosis. TB was detected by the Simple Cervical 

Screening Test and the Comparative Cervical Test as confirmatory for samples that were inconclusive 

for the screening test. The prevalence for both brucellosis and tuberculosis was 0.26% (1/378) 

provided. Of the 42 properties evaluated, 26.2% (11/42) produce milk intended for the informal 

market, 28.6% (12/42) of owners recognize that milk can transmit zoonoses, but 83.3% (35/42) were 

unaware of the National Program for Control and Eradication of Brucellosis and never conducted tests 

on animals while 81% (34/42) of the farms do not have quarantine paddock. Data showed that sanitary 

management is somewhat neglected and that the risk perception regarding diseases is not completely 

understood. Integrating sanitary management education with the control of brucellosis and 

tuberculosis will contribute to milk producers to adopt the measures that will mitigate the risks to 

animal and human health.  


